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ecclesiastical canons, which formerly were made by their sole authority; for even if those canons had been made at Rome,, yet, if they were not made in a general council, they did not think them binding here, unless they were received by some provincial constitution of the Bishops. And though the inferior clergy, by this new scheme of Edward the First, were let into the power of making canons; yet they foresaw they were to be taxed, and therefore joined with the Bishops, in opposing what they thought an innovation, and in the end paid no obedience to the prcemunientes clause- but the Archbishops and Bishops threatened to excommunicate the king. He, and the temporal estate, took it so ill, that the clergy would not bear any part of the public charge, that they were beforehand with them, and the clergy were all outlawed, and their possessions seized into the king's hands. This so humbled the clergy, that they at last consented to meet. And to take away all pretence, there was a summons, besides the praemunientes clause, to the Archbishop, that he should summon the Bishops, deans, archdeacons, colleges, and whole clergy of his province. From hence, therefore, the Bishops, deans, archdeacons, colleges, and clergy, metby virtue of the Archbishop's summons; to which being an ecclesiastical authority, they could not object. And so the Bishops and clergy came to convocation by virtue of the Archbishop's summons; they esteeming it to be in his power, whether he would obey the king's writ or not: but when he had issued his summons, they could not pretend it ,was not their duty to come. But the prcemunientes writ was not disused; because it directed the manner in which the clergy were to attend, to wit, the deans and archdeacons in person, the chapter by one, and the clergy by two proctors. So that the clergy were doubly summoned; first by the Bishop, to attend the parliament; and secondly, by the Archbishop to appear in convocation. And that the Archbishop might not appear to summon them solely in pursuance of the king's writ, he for the most part varied in his summons from the king's writ, both as to the time and place of their meeting. And lest it might be thought still (of which they were very jealous) that their power was derived from temporal authority, they sometimes met on the archbishop's sum-